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Pope Pius XI
being cancelled to make room for that of his successor,
Pius VII.
Moroni gives an interesting account of the vicissitudes
of this same ring. In 1798, when the French Republic
invaded the Papal States, the Commissioner, Haller,
having already taken possession of all the Pope's official
and private property, insolently asked the venerable
Pontiff to give him the two rings he was wearing on his
finger. Pius VI replied that he was welcome to one, but
that the other, the Fisherman's Ring, belonged to his
successor. At a threat of force tine Pope, to avoid the
indecency of a struggle, gave up both rings. They were,
however, restored next day*
When Pius VII, his successor, was taken to France in
1809, a like effort was made to deprive him of this self-
same ring, but the Pope had it cut in two before delivering
it up to General Radet, Monsignor de Grcgorio, the
Pontifical Delegate, tried in vain to have it restored,
whereupon the Pope had an iron seal made of the figures
of SS Peter and Paul, with his name, Pius Papa VII, and
below it Pro Annulo fiscatorio. The real ring was carried
off to Paris, where it remained until 1814, when
Louis XVIII restored it to its lawful owner, but as it was
cut down the centre a new one was made out of it*
Except when placed on his finger by the Cardinal
Camerlengo, or under exceptional circumstances, as dur-
ing the Coronation, the Pope does not wear the Fisher-
man's Ring, which now always remains in the custody of
the Grand Chamberlain of the Papal Court- The ring
itself, too, is never used, a stamping die being substituted
for it, and all briefs now bear the seal of the Fisherman in
printing ink instead of wax.